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COTTON TEXTILES - SHORT-TERM ARRANGEMENT 

Hong Kong Exports of Certain Cotton Textiles to Norway 

The following communication, dated 20 September 1962, has been received by 
the Executive Secretary from the delegation of Norway, and is circulated for 
information: 

"On 5 September 1962, the Norwegian Embassy in London requested the 
British Government to forward to the Hong Kong authorities the wish of the 
Norwegian Government to start negotiations as soon as possible to intro
duce restrictions on exports of ready-made products to Norway in accordance 
with the provisions of the Short-Term Arrangement on international trade 
in cotton textiles. This request was due to an exceptional increase in 
imports of certain cotton textile articles fr~>m Hong Kong causing or 
threatening to cause disruption on the Norwegian market and damage to 
Norwegian producers of corresponding articles. 

"A first discussion took place in Geneva between representatives of 
the Norwegian Government and the authorities of Hong Kong in connexion 
with the last meeting of the Cotton Textiles Committee. 

"As circumstances have become critical, the Norwegian Government has 
been compelled to take provisional action in order to avoid disruption of 
domestic industry resulting from an abnormal increase in imports, pending 
the outcome of the negotiations. 

"By a decree of 20 September 1962, by the Norwegian Ministry of 
Commerce and Shipping, a licensing system has provisionally been imposed 
with immediate effect on imports of the following cotton textile articles 
from Hong Kong: 

Brussel3 Tariff 
It xnenclature 

ex 61.03 cotton shirts for work and leisure purposes 
ex 61.03 men's and boys' nightwear of cotton 
ex 61.04 women's and girls' nightwear of cotton. 

"The Norwegian Government is anxious to bring the negotiations 
already initiated with the authorities of Hong Kong, and now being 
pursued in London, to a positive conclusion." 
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